SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
on and so forth, are its only intellectual content. All
this philosophical bunkum, in a world supposed to be
upon the threshold of science, is a perfect example of
self-blinding to the realities of the social conflict
within which history unfolds itself. The following is
an example of the sort of metaphysical gibberish that
emanates from modem "scientific" Italy:
"Fascism is a religious conception, in which man is
regarded in his immanent relation with a superior law,
with an objective Will which transcends the particular
individual and raises him to be a member conscious of
a spiritual society. Whoever sees only considerations
of mere expedience in the religious policy of dbe
Fascist regime has not understood that Fascism,
beyond being a system of government, is also and
above all a system of thought."*
This sort of thing may be a system of thought, but it
is also entirely without meaning. It awakens in the
reader only a diffused and muddled set of feelings.
Mussolini wrote it in the Encyclopedia Italiana in an
article on the doctrine of Fascism. I cannot refrain
from the temptation to quote another morsel from the
same impeccable source:
"The Fascist ma.n is an individual who is at once
Nation and Country, the moral law which binds
* Quoted MussoJim's Italy^ by Hetman Finer Gollancz.
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